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License and other notices 

Description 

The comic book that follows is The Apsinthion Protocol , the first 
volume of the comics series The Tales of Gnosis College (the 
"Tales"). It was originally published in serial form at 
EroticMadScience . com in 2011. 

The Tales are written and commissioned by Iago Faustus, Ph.D. (a 
pseudonym) and illustrated by Lon Ryden. 

License 

This edition of the Tales (the "Work") is published under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License . 
You are free to transmit, copy, and distribute the Work as much as 
you like and also to make adaptations of the Work. You must, 
however, (1) attribute the Work to its creators, (2) avoid making 
commercial use of the Work and (3) publish any adaptations you make 
of the Work under the same or a similar license to the one under 
which it has been made available to you. 

Questions about the license and requests for waivers of the license's 
conditions may be directed to Dr. Faustus. He can be reached at 
f austus@eroticmadscience . com . 

The Creators 

Iago Faustus is a former academic employed in the private sector. He 
runs the website EroticMadScience . com , where the Tales and a large 
variety of other material related to the trope of mad science are 
published. He also publishes a philosophy blog at pyrosophy . net and 
a more general image blog at hedonix.org . 

Lon Ryden is a professional artist. He has a website for his art at 
erosarts .net and also publishes his work on DeviantArt at 
erosarts .deviantart.com . 

Adult Content Notice 

We are utterly unapologetic about the fact that throughout the Work 
explicit and bizarre sexual situations are intertwined with 
outlandish philosophical conceits. We feel obliged to request, 
however, that if you are not of legal age to view such material, or 
if you reside in a jurisdiction that makes such material unlawful to 
own or view, that you not read, copy, or transmit the Work. Thank 
you! 
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SUCH AS PERSONAL SURVIVAL JN A 

POSTBIOTIC SUBSTRATE, AND 

QUALIA NOT LINKED TO OUR 

ORDINARY EMBODIED EXPERIENCE. 





MORE UNSETTLING STILL IS THE POSSIBILITY 

RAISED BY OXFORD PHJLOSOPOHER NICK 

BOSTROM THAT WE ARE NOT EMBODIED AT 

ALL, BUT LIVING IN A SIMULATION... 



/ 



...AH, I SEE I'VE RUN OVER AGAIN. 
OKAY, THAT'S ALL FOR THIS WEEK, 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. KEEP JN 
MIND THAT YOUR SECOND PAPERS. 
ARE DUE NEXT WEDNESDAY. 
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OH, I DON'T CARE 
AT ALL ABOUT THE 
GRADE. BUT YOUR 

COMMENTS 
SEEMED A BIT. 

DISMISSIVE. 



SEE... 



PROFESSOR 

CORWIN, I'M A BIT 

CONCERNED ABOUT 

MY MOST RECENT 

PAPER. 



MISS RECTOR, A 

GRADE OF A- IS 

AN EXCELLENT 

ONE, WHEN IT 

k COMES FROM ME. 
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PERHAPS WE 
SHOULD DISCUSS 1 

THIS FURTHER. 

MISS LI CAN SET 

UP AN 

APPOINTMENT 

FOR YOU. 
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WOULD TWO 
>JDO t NANETTAP 



_ 



FOUR O' CLOCK, AND THE 
DISCUSSION REMAINS HEATED. 
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. ' BUT SURELY THIS x 
APPLICATION OF SEARLE'S N 
CHINESE ROOM ARGUMENT \ 
PRECLUDES TRANSMISSION . 
\ OF PERSONAL IDENTITY J 
*\ ACROSS SUBSTRATES/ 
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ONE GEDANKENEXPERIMENT MEETS ANOTHER, YOURS 
FAR MORE COUNTERINTUITIVE THAN MINE. WHY SHOULD I 
FOLLOW YOU? 



PHILOSOPHICAL 
ARGUMENTS LIKE THAT, MISS 

RECTOR, HOWEVER 
INGENIOUS, DO NOT TRUMP / _-fr 
EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS/ • /^T 





THE BUSINESS ACUMEN OF MY 
ANCESTORS HAS LEFT ME WITH 
SUFFICIENT PRIVATE MEANS TO 
ESTABLISH A PERSONAL 
LABORATORY OF MY OWN IN 
WHICH I CAN CONDUCT 
BLUE SKY RESEARCH. 




BLUE SKY? 



I WOULD BE HAPPY TO SET 
UP A DEMONSTRATION 
FOR YOU AT MY OFFSITE. 






»/ IF YOU AGREE TO 

^S *\ N keep what Y0U SEE 
_> W I CONFIDENTIAL THAT 
v JS. IT'S NOT READY 




ANWEI? CORWIN HERE. LISTEN, DO 

YOU RECALL THAT SPECIAL 

DEMONSTRATION WE DJSCUSEED? 

I WAS WONDERING IF WE MIGHT BE 

ABLE TO RUN IT THIS EVENING. SAY 

AT ABOUT EIGHT? 



THE DEMONSTRATION IS EVEN MORE 

JMPRESSIVE. ANWEI, CAN YOU CHANGE 

INTO APPROPRIATE ATTIRE? 






_ 



M^i 



^ 



MOST 
CERTAINLY.' 



SO ALL THIS APPARATUS 

YOU HAVE HERE, ALL THIS 

EQUIPMENT, IS SOMETHING 

YOU CAN USE FOR A 
DEMONSTRATION THAT MY 
THESIS WAS INCORRECT?^ 
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I CAN'T FAULT YOUR SKEPTICISM. 
SOME THINGS MUST BE SEEN TO BE 
THOUGHT ANYTHING OTHER THAN 
MAD, AND MUST BE EXPERIENCED 
TO BE BELIEVED. 
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I AM 
READY. 



-« 



NICE QUICK CHANGE THERE, 

ANWEI. MISS RECTOR, YOU MIGHT 

WISH TO BACK UP A BIT. 
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NVIRONMENTAL SEAL ESTABLISHED- 

WARNING! DISRUPTION OF THE 
PROTOCOL FROM THIS POINT HAY 
ESULT IN GRAVE INJURY OR DEATH 
TO TH E SUB JECT. 

ilInBir 






VOCALIZATIONS LIKE THAT USUALLY MEAN 
SOMETHING OTHER THAN PAIN, MISS RECTOR. 



YES, ANWEI. THE 
BEAUTIFUL YOUNG 
ANWEI. DISSOLVED, 
DISTILLED, 
REDUCED TO HER 
VERY ESSENCE. 
LIQUID 6IRL/ HERE 
YOU CAN HOLD 
HER... 




YOU'RE EITHER A MURDERER WHO NEEDS TO BE 
| LOCKED UP, OR A PRANKSTER WHO NEEDS TO BE 
FIRED, AND ONE WAY OR THE OTHER I'M. 
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\/ r WHAT DOES IT 
. { MEAN TO BECOME] 
A FEELINGP 
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SOME THINGS 

ARE VERY HARD 

TO PUT INTO 

WORDS, 

NANETTA. 



NO 
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UH, SURE. GO 
WILD WITH THAT 
DATA, GUYS. 



X 



NOT THAT ANWEJ WON'T TRY WHEN SHE GETS 

THE CHANCE, BUT RIGHT NOW I'D REALLY LIKE 

TO HAVE HER TAKE A LOOK AT SOME DATA... 



"SOME THINGS MUST BE SEEN 

TO BE THOUGHT ANYTHING 

OTHER THAN MAD, AND MUST BE 

EXPERIENCED TO BE BELIEVED." 
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-W^ IS THERE A HEDONIC 
r SURGE ASSOCIATED WITH 
THIS CLUSTERP 
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DATA LOOK A 
BIT HETERO- 
SCEDASTJC, 
PERHAPS IF WE 
APPLY ARCH 
MODELING... 



r YES I CAN SEE 

THAT. SAY, 

THIS IS 

INTERESTING. 

NANETTA, YOU 

MIGHT... 
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LATER THAT NI6HT AT MOIRA AND. 
NANETTA'S DORM ROOM... 






NANETTA RECTOR MIGHT 
LOOK LIKE SHE'S MOSTLY 
ABOUT FILLING OUT A 
SWEATER, BUT WHAT SHE 
REALLY ASPIRES TO FILL OUT 
IS THE LIBRARY. IN THREE 
YEARS AT GNOSIS COLLEGE 
SHE'S BEEN GRINDING AWAY 
TRYING TO UNDERSTAND 
WHAT DANIEL DENNETT HAS 
CALLED THE LAST SURVIVING 
MYSTERY, THAT OF HUMAN 
CONSCIOUSNESS, READING 
WHATEVER SHE COULD FIND 
-- DENNETT, CHALMERS, 
MCGINN, YOU NAME IT — ON 
THE TOPIC. NANETTA'S 
ABOUT TO FIND OUT THAT 
WHILE BOOK LEARNING IS ALL 
WELL AND GOOD, PROFESSOR 
JOSEPH CORWIN'S MAD 
SCIENCE IS ABOUT TO 
PROVIDE HER WITH SOME 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE FAR 
MORE REVEALING OF THE 
GREAT MYSTERY... 
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X TO PUT IT BLUNTLY, I 
i / PUT IN A LITTLE LIBRARY 
WORK ON YOU, 
PROFESSOR CORWIN. 




OH? AND WHY? 




BECAUSE I SUSPECTED SOMETHING 
IMPROPER WAS GOING ON BETWEEN YOU 
AND MY FRIEND NANETTA. 
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UH HUH. FOR A MODERN ACADEMIC YOU SEEM TO 

TAKE VERY SERIOUSLY OLD STORIES ABOUT MALAY 

PEOPLE GOING OUT AND...I DON'T KNOW HOW TO 

PUT IT...CAVORTINGP WITH STRANGE SEA CREATURES. 



MYTHS AND LEGENDS ARE OFTEN 
KEYS TO DEEP TRUTHS THAT 
ELUDE MORE PEDESTRIAN 
SCIENCE, MISS WEIR. 




SMILE SWEETLY AT 

THE RIGHT PEOPLE AND 

LOCKS WILL OPEN. 
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PROFESSOR CORWIN,\ 
THIS STARTED AS 
CONCERN FOR 
NANETTA, WHO 
REALLY DID SEEM SO. 
CHANGED AFTER SHE 
MET WITH YOU. I'VE 
KNOWN HER SINCE WE> 
WERE FRESHMEN, 
AND TO ME SHE'S 
LIKE THE SISTER 
I NEVER HAD. OF . 
COURSE I WAS 
CONCERNED. 
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SEVERAL PAGES HAVE BEEN EXCISED 
FROM THIS COPY. WHAT ARE YOU DRIVING 
AT HERE, MISS WEIR? 
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BUT AFTER 

READING... 

CAPTAIN 

CORWIN'S 

ACCOUNT...EVEN 

THOUGH IT SEEMS 

THE BEST PARTS 

ARE MISSING 

AND SEEING HOW 

IT SEEMS TO 

TURN UP IN YOUR 

OWN WORK, MY 

CURIOSITY HAS 

k BEGUN BURNING 

ME UP AND... /|V 

AND. 
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.IS THERE REALLY 
SUCH A THING AS A 
POLYDACTYLJC 
XENOFORM? 
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I WOULD NOT 

NORMALLY TELL YOU 

WHAT I AM ABOUT TO, 

BUT I CANNOT FAIL TO 

REWARD PERSISTENCE 

IN RESEARCH. 
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AS IT HAPPENS, I HAVE 
THJS LABORATORY... 





DO YOU REMEMBER THAT BOOK BY PROFESSOR CORWIN'S 

ANCESTOR, WITH ITS STRANGE STORIES ABOUT 

ENCOUNTERS BETWEEN PEOPLE AND SEA CREATURES? 





MOIRA WEIR MAY LOOK VERY PRETTY IN THIS 
SWIMSUJT BUT SHE IS NOT WEARING IT FOR 
YOU, PEAR REAPER. RATHER, HER PATH TO 
POURING HERSELF INTO THIS SKIMPY 
COSTUME BEGAN WITH A BELIEF THAT IF SHE 
PELVEP PEEPLY ENOUGH IN THE PARKEST 
CORNERS OF THE COLLEGE LIBRARY, SHE 
WOULP FINP IN SOME OBSCURE TOME THE 
ANSWER TO A YEARNING SHE HAP LONG HAP 
YET COULP NEITHER NAME NOR PESCRIBE. 
ANP IN ONE SUCH TOME SHE PIP INPEEP FINP 
HINTS OF SOMETHING WONPROUS ANP 
STRANGE...ANP IT IS FOR THAT THING THAT 
SHE HAS PRESSEP LIKE THIS. 
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THE RESEARCH PROGRAM URGED 
UPON US BY DR. PEARCE IN HIS 

ABOLITIONIST PROJECT MAY 
SEEM COUNTERINTUITIVE 

BEYOND ALL BELIEF TO YOU. 




THAT WE MIGHT NOT JUST AMELIORATE BUT ABOLISH HUMAN SUFFERING, 

THAT WE MIGHT IN THE FUTURE, THROUGH DRUGS AND NANOTECHNOLOGY, 

ENJOY RAPTURES IN SOME FORM THAT WOULD MAKE THE MOST 

TRANSCENDENT HUMAN EXPERIENCES SEEM STALE AND FLAT.... 
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M AFRAID I CAN'T POSSIBLY 
MEET BEFORE REGULAR OFFICE 
HOURS. IF YOU LIKE MY ASSISTANT 
MS. LI CAN SET SOMETHING UP. 




OH HI/ I WAS 
JUST PASSING BY 
AND ALTHOUGH I 
KNOW IT'S NOT 
OFFICE HOURS, I 
WAS WONDERING 
IF PROFESSOR 
CORWJN JUST 
MIGHT... 



WHILE YOU, MOIRA, GET 

TO STAY AND HELP OUT ON 

THE DISTILLATION SIDE OF THE 

PROJECT. AN OPPORTUNITY 

TO LEARN SOME RATHER JN- 

JRIGUIN6 XENOCHEMISTRY. 



I CAN ONLY 

HOPE THAT IT'S 

AS REWARDING 

AS MY STUDIES 

JN XENOBIOLOGY/> 
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I DO THINK THE 
REVISED PROTOCOL WOULD 
WORK EVEN BETTER IF YOU 
WERE TO JOIN US... 



I GUESS I'M 
NOT THAT 
RECONCILED 
TO THE IDEA 
OF NOT HAV- 
ING A BODY, 
EVEN IF ONLY 
.TEMPORARILY.' 
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OH, YOU ARE 
.50 SHAMELESS/ 



1 



LET ME SAY, AS WE GET UNDERWAY, 
THAT A SCIENTIST COULD NOT ASK FOR 
ASSISTANTS WHO COMBINE SUCH 
STERLING QUALITIES OF INTELLECT, DEDI- 
CATION, CURIOSITY, ENTHUSIASM AND -> 
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YOO HOO! 



SHOULD BE SO SCARY, JUST 
VANISHING AWAY LIKE THIS. 



1 • 

/ SHOULD BE QUAKING 
WITH HORROR! 




INSTEAD \ I COME 
AS MY CUNT DISSOLVES! 



AND I KEEP COMING AS 
MY BOOBS ARE CONSUMED! 





BUT NOW I HAVE NO 
LUNGS TO CRY OUT 
MY PLEASURE WITH! 




MY BRAIN 
COMES! ... 




VERY LITTLE 
LEFT NOW... V^ 



...AND THEN 
I'M GONE. 



f S0 YOU MEAN TO* 

TELL ME THAT 

THE PROTOCOL IS 

ACTUALLY MADE 

POSSIBLE BY 

GLANDULAR 

SECRETIONS? . 
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"SO THE INFORMATION...WHAr 

NANETTA AND ANWEI ARE, 

FUNDAMENTALLY, IS ENCODED 

IN THESE MOLECULES? 



^MLIJUM 
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ANWEli 



NA] 



YES. VERY REDUNDANTLY/ 

FORTUNATELY, SO WE DON'T 

REALLY NEED MUCH DISTILLATE 

TO RECONSTITUTE EITHER 

WOMAN. 
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AVERY 

PRECIOUS 

[LIQUOR WE'RE 

MAKING 

INDEED... 



V 



TAKE CARE 

WITH THAT 

'FLAME, MOJRA. 

WE AIM TO 

DISTILL ANWEI, , 

^NOT VAPORIZE; 

HER/ 
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IT'S A REMARKABLE 

ADAPTATION. THE 

LIQUIFYING MIX OF 

ENZYMES ALSO 

CONTAINS A BREW OF 

NEUROTRANSMITTERS, 

CAUSING THE 

DISSOLUTION 

EXPERIENCE TO BE 

INTENSELY 

PLEASURABLE... 
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THUS DISSOLVEES DO NOT 
FEAR THEIR ENCOUNTERS... 

INSTEAD THEY MIGHT 
ACTUALLY SEEK THEM OUT. 



ONCE WE HAD REVERSE ENGINEERED THE 
DISSOLUTION PROCESS, IT WAS A SIMPLE 
MATTER TO REVERSE THE PROCESS ITSELF 
AND PERMIT RECONSTITUTION. 




SO IF THE DISTILLED INFORMATION IS SO 
REDUNDANT, WOULDN'T IT BE POSSIBLE TO 
MAKE MULTIPLE RECONSTITUTES OF 
THE SAME PERSON? 
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I MEAN, GIVEN WHAT A VALUABLE 
ASSISTANT ANWEI IS AND ALL, 
WOULDN'T IT BE GREAT TO HAVE 
THREE OF HER? OR TEN? 




OH, I SEE. MOTHER 
CORWJN MUST BE SO 
PROUD. 



WELL IF YOU'RE NOT 

PLANNING ON MAKING 

EXTRA PEOPLE THIS 

EVENING, WHAT EXACTLY 

ARE WE DOING WITH THIS 

EXTRA DISTILLATE? 
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/ IT JS MY 
/ HYPOTHESIS 
/ THAT THERE 
/ ARE EXTRA 
/ DISTILLATES IN 
' THE LIQUID 
GIRL THAT CAN 
CAUSE A 
REACTION 
DRIVEN BY 
HEDONIC 
FEEDBACK 
THAT WILL 
INDUCE 
SPONTANEOUS 

SOMATIC 
CHANGES IN... 
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SO I SAY TO 

YOU, MY 

FRIENDS, THAT 

WE WILL NEVER 

FIX THIS 

COUNTRY'S 

PROBLEMS 

WITH ANY NEW 

LAW OR 

GOVERNMENT 

PROGRAM, BUT 

ONLY IF WE AS 

GOD-FEARING 

PEOPLE RETURN 

TO THE FAITH 

OF THOSE WHO 

FOUNDED THIS 

COUNTRY AND 

.MADE IT GREAT. 



AND ONLY THEN WILL WE HAVE THE STRPNGTH TO 

STAND UP TO THE PORNOGRAPHEP^flft^ THEIR 
FILTH, TO THE HOMOSEXUALS U"j£ ZHyENDA, 
TO GODLESS HEDONISTS OF EVflC^vVW THEIR 
PERVERSIONS, AND RESTORE VE W-S IN... 






WELL PROFESSOR 
CORWIN CAN JUST 
FORGET ABOUT GETTING 
HIS WICK WET IN THAT.' 
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\NATURALLY THE POLITICALLY CORRECT ADMINISTRATION 

.OF THIS COLLEGE WOULD SEEK TO CRUSH ANY PROF 

WHO LOOKS THE WRONG WAY AT HIS PRETTY 

STUDENTS. 
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FROM WHAT I HEAR, 

PROFESSOR CORWIN ISN'T 

THAT KIND OF FOOL. ALSO, 

DOESN'T HE HAVE THAT HOT 

ASIAN CHICK TO KEEP HIM 

COMPANY? 



IN THIS CASE, DADDY'S DARK ARMY OF LAWYERS 
AND MUSCLE WOULD PROBABLY GET TO YOU 
J=IRST, THOUGH. WOULDN'T BE PRETTY AT ALL. 
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'COURSE THERE IS* 

INDEPENDENT 

EVIDENCE OF 

.ASHLEY-BADNESS/. 



OH, BOY. IS UNCLE 
BIFF ABOUT TO TELL 
v ONE OF OUR 

\ -V FAVORITE STORIES?^ 
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GATHER 'ROUND, 

YOUNGLINGS, 
WHILST I RELATE. 
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IT HAPPENED ONE DAY EARLY IN HER FRESHMAN 

YEAR, WHEN ASHLEY DECIDED THAT SHE DIDN'T 

WANT TO BE A GOOD GJRL ANYMORE. 





v Uy 



HOW COME I'VE 

NEVER HEARD THIS 

AWESOME STORY, 

BEFORE? 



*CUZ DADDY'S CREW OF 

FIXERS MANAGED TO GET IT 

ALL HUSHED UP. BUT I WAS 

AT THE POOL THAT DAY, 

YOUNGSTER, AND SAW THE 

ICE PRINCESS, NAKED THE, 

DAY SHE WAS BORN. 
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BEING A PRIZEWJNNJNG 

CARTOONIST FOR THE 

ILLUMINATOR HAS ITS 

PERKS, BROTHERS. 




HEY ASHELY IT'S EDMUND IRONS. LISTEN I 

MANAGED TO GET SOME STUDIO TIME NEXT 

TUESDAY AT FOUR, SO IF YOU'RE STILL 

INTERESTED, GIVE ME A CALL OKAY? THANKS, BYE. 
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Us , 

ftrockman 



"SO HERE IS MY PIN-UP. 
AND DO YOU KNOW WHAT? 
DR. FAUSTUS COULDN'T BE 
BOTHERED TO PUT MY NAME 
ANYWHERE THE READER CAN 
FIND IT. I ONLY REALLY 
APPEAR IN TWO PANELS ON 
PAGE TWENTY-TWO. (WELL, 
OKAY, AND ON THE COVER 
SORT OF.) I DON'T EVEN 
GET A DIALOG LINE/ WHAT 
DOES A GIRL HAVE TO DO? I 
MEAN, I TOOK ALL MY 
CLOTHES OFF AND 
EVERYTHING, AND NOW I'M 
EVEN BREAKING THE FOURTH 
WALL. THOSE FANCY-PANTS 
SCHOLARS NANETTA AND 
MOIRA DIDN'T DO ANY OF 
THAT FOR THEIR PIN-UPS. 
WELL, MARK MY WORDS. I'LL 
BE BACK FOR VOLUME TWO, 
AND THEN MY NAME WILL 
RING OUT. 
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REMIND THIS HOPELESSLY 
MIDDLE-AGED SCIENTIST - 
DJD WE DISTILL FIVE OR SIX 
PHIALS OF ouoia £ni0u|iLa(^ ON 
OUR LAST PROTOCOL RUNP. 





SECURE THEM PLEASE. 
NEED TO RUSH OFF TO 

THIS MEETING AT MIT. I 
LEAVE THE LAB JN YOU 
LADIES' GOOD HANDS. 
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GOOD HANDS INDEED. WE 

HAVE PROGRESS ON BOTH 

THE HOWARD AND THE 

APSINTHION FRONTS. 



IT'S AMAZING! AFTER 
ONLY A FEW CYCLES 





AS IF I CAN JUST WALK 
INTO MY DREAMS. 




BACK, FOUL FIEND.' 

HELLSPAWN/ HARM 

THIS FAIR MAIDEN 

AND THOU SHALT 

TASTE MY STEEL/ 
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IT'S AS IF HOWARD SOMEHOW...CONTAINS 
MORE THAN A JUVENILE MEMBER OF HIS 
SPECIES SHOULD CONTAIN. 






I COME AWAY WITH MENTAL JMAGES...VERY 
CLEAR AND VIVID ONES...AS IF THEY WERE 
SOMEONE'S MEMORIES. LAND, SEA, SKY. 



...AND LANGUAGE. 
AFTER MY LAST 
SESSION WITH 
HOWARD I SPENT 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIRTY MINUTES 
SPEAKING IN SOME 
LANGUAGE I DIDN'T 
KNOW...EXCEPT THAT 
I DID, SOMEHOW. 




YOU CERTAINLY HAD 
PROFESSOR CORWIN 
AND ME FLUMMOXED, 
MOIRA. IT'S A GOOD 
THING WE RECORDED 
WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY. 




A LINGUIST COLLEAGUE OF PROFESSOR 
CORWIN'S LATER IDENTIFIED THE 
LANGUGAGE AS AN AUSTONESIAN 
TONGUE LONG THOUGHT EXTINCT. 





THE FLUID IN THE RECONSTITUTE POOL 
CONTAINS A DENSE MATRIX OF SELF- 
REPLICATING NANOMACHINES WHICH CAN 
INTERPRET THE INFORMATION - OR RE- 
CREATE THAT INFORMATION'S SOURCE. 




THE CHEMISTRY OF 
THE PROTOCOL, WHICH 
COMES FROM 
HOWARD'S SPECIES, 
FUNCTIONS AS A SORT 
OF SCANNER. IT 
REDUCES PEOPLE TO 
COMPRESSED 
INFORMATION - A 
STREAM OF 
MOLECULES THAT 
FUNCTION LIKE 
TRANSPORT PACKETS 
IN A NETWORK 
COMMUNICATIONS 
PROTOCOL. 
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SO IT 
WOULD 
SEEM. 




PROFESSOR 
CORWIN'S 
INSTRUMENTS 
HAVE DETECTED 
VAST NUMBERS 
OF PACKET 
MOLECULES 
FLOWING BOTH 
WAYS THROUGH 
THE PIPES 
UNDER THIS 
BUILDING. 
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*FAVOUR IS DECEITFUL, AND 
BEAUTY IS VAIN." SO WRITES THE 
AUTHOR OF PROVERBS. BUT 
LOOKING AT ASHLEY MADDER 
HERE POSED IN CLASSIC STYLE 
AS AN ODALISQUE, WHO WOULD 
NOT WANT THIS BEAUTY TO BE 
PRESERVED FOREVER? 
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I SEE. WELL, WITH ALL RESPECT 

SIR, I'M NOT SURE THAT JUST 

MISSING A SINGLE... 
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THAT 

'COCKSUCKER' 

SITS ON A 

COMMITTEE 

WHICH 

LOVERSEESTHIS; 

BUREAU'S 

BUDGET/ 






IF SO 
ORDERED, 
WE SUCK 
HIS COCK., 
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AM I CLEAR, 

SPECIAL AGENT 

SMITHP 






\ 



YES, SIR. I'M \ , *V 
SORRY, SIR. ' 
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DON'T BEAT YOURSELF 
UP SMITH. IT'S JUST 

THAT POLITICALLY 

SENSITIVE CASES LIKE 

THIS REQUIRE A 

CERTAIN... 
FLEXIBILITY. 
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IT'S PROBABLY 

JUST SOME SPOILED 

BRAT COLLEGE KJD 

PRANK. 
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WE SCARE THE IRONS KID 

SHITLESS, HE SPILLS HIS GUTS, 

THEN WE SWAGGER AROUND. 

' 
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WEIRD. 



SARGENT-AT- 

ARMS, READ 

THE SACRED 

RULES. 
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OUR HONORED ONE 
SHALL BE THOROUGHLY 

OILED. CANDIDATES 
SHALL ATTEMPT TO PIN 
HER USING ONLY LEGAL 
WRESTLING HOLDS, BUT 

THE HONORED ONE 
MAY FIGHT TO RETAIN 
HER VIRTUE WITH ANY 
MEANS AT HER 
DISPOSAL. 



•COMBAT SHALL CONTINUE UNTIL 

ONE PARTICIPANT SHALL SPEAK 

THE SACRED SAFEWORD. 



^ 



\ 



A 



\ 



Ytws sacred oil, 6 s 

honored one. take 

it if thou wouldst 

show entry into 

combat of your 

own free will. 
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LAURA IS A DUSKY- 
SKINNED BEAUTY OF 
EXOTIC ORIGINS. 
RADIANT WITH 
SENSUALITY, SHE CAN 
DRIVE EVEN THE MOST 
MILD-MANNERED INTO 
FRENZIES OF DESIRE. 
BUT BEWARE.' THOSE 
WHO FAIL TO TAKE 
THE MEASURE OF HOW 
HOT ARE HER FIRES 
WITHIN WILL SURELY 
BE BURNED... 
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■i TELL THEM THAT THE \ 
\ V.I.P. CAN COME IN. 1 
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GOOD LORD, SPECIAL AGENT/ 

ARE YOU REALLY SO 

INDECENT AS TO MARCH THIS 

POOR GIRL OUTSIDE JN HER... 

HER...CONDITION? 
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NOW IT SEEMS^ 
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YOU'VE GOTTEN 
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YOURSELF IN 






>. 


EVEN WORSE 
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TROUBLE. 
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DRUGS/ 
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ORGIASTIC 
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RITES/ A SORRY ) 
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EXAMPLE OF / 
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MINDLESS / 
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HEDONISM. A 









YOU'RE IN A LOT OF 

TROUBLE, YOUNG 

LADY. BUT I AM A 

MAN OF INFLUENCE, 

AND I CAN MAKE IT 

ALL GO AWAY. WHICH 

YOU MUST ADMIT IS 

VERY GENEROUS. 






IT SEEMS THAT THE SAME 
JOSEPH CORWIN WHO MS. 

MADDER'S LETTER WAS 
WRITTEN TO GOT JN SOME 

TROUBLE A WHILE BACK. 
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CRACK LEGAL 

REPRESENTATION GOT 

CORWIN OUT OF 

CUSTOPY FAST. 













BUT NOT BEFORE HE WAS 
OBLIGED TO LEAVE A COPY 
OF HIS FINGERPRINTS WITH 
UNCLE SAM. 






THE FILES ON HIM 
SMELL REALLY BAD 

FOREIGN BANK 

ACCOUNTS, MONEY 

TRAILS AND 

ASSOCIATES IN 

SOUTHEAST ASIA, 

AND THAT WEIRD 

BIOHAZARD SHIT 

CUSTOMS HAD TO 

DEAL WITH. 
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.AND IN STILL MORE SHOCKING 

NEWS OUT OF GNOSIS COLLEGE 

TODAY, FEDERAL AUTHORITIES 

ANNOUNCED THEY HAD TAKEN INTO 

CUSTODY PROFESSOR JOSEPH 

CORWIN AND HIS ASSISTANT 
ANDREA LEE LATE LAST NIGHT. 
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AUTHORITIES HAVE 

DECLINED TO SAY WHAT 

LED TO THE ARRESTS OR 

WHAT CHARGES MIGHT BE 

PENDING. 



WHILE FEDERAL AUTHORITIES REMAIN 

TIGHT-LIPPED ABOUT THE MATTER, 

SOME OF PROFESSOR CORWJN'S 

LONGTIME CRITICS WERE OUTSPOKEN. 
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I CANNOT SAY I AM SORRY FOR AN 

INTERVENTION THAT WILL STOP THE FLOW OF 

POISONOUS NONSENSE INTO THE EARS OF 

OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. 
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It Lean Kesselnaum, Presidential MeralityAdiilser 
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...THE CONTEMPTIBLE VIEW THAT 
THE BEST THING WE CAN DO WITH 

OUR LIVES IS ENJOY THEM, AS 
OPPOSED TO CULTIVATING VIRTUE 

IN THEM. AND THE ARROGANCE 

AND INSANITY OF ATTEMPTING TO 

OVERCOME DEATH THROUGH 

TECHNOLOGY, AS IF EACH 

INDIVIDUAL'S DEATH WERE NOT A 

BLESSING TO HIM WHETHER HE 

REALIZES IT OR NOT. 
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YOU MIGHT 

HAVE TO 

EXERCISE THAT 

RIGHT TO 

REMAIN SILENT 

FOR A LONG, 

LONG, TIME. 




YOUR STUDENT, 

ASHLEY MADDER, 

IS MISSING. 

DOESN'T THAT 

MEAN ANYTHING 

TO YOU? 




I SEE THAT 
LIMITED LIABILITY 

COMPANIES 
CONTROLLED BY 
YOU HAVE DONE 

EXTENSIVE 
ELECTRICAL AND 
PLUMBING WORK 

AT AN OLD 
INDUSTRIAL SITE 

IN PLEASANT 
PRAIRIE. 




OF COURSE, YOU 
MUST BE THINKING 
TO YOURSELF THAT 

NONE OF THIS 

MATTERS, BECAUSE 

MISS LI THERE IS A 

U.S. PERMANENT 

RESIDENT AND 

DOESN'T HAVE TO 

GO BACK ANYWHERE. 





PROBLEM IS, THOUGH, THAT WE ARE 
HIGHLY CONFIDENT THAT IF WE LOOK 

HARD ENOUGH, WE CAN "FIND" A 

PROBLEM IN MISS LI'S APPLICATION. 

RESULT: DEPORTATION. 
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YOU...AND THE 

GOVERNMENT YOU WORK 

FOR...ARE MONSTERS. 
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MONSTERS? 

AND WHAT 

DOES THAT 

MAKE YOU? 
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WHERE I GREW UP, CHILDREN HALF 

ASHLEY'S A6E ARE GUNNED DOWN 

PRETTY MUCH EVERY DAY, AND 

PRETTY MUCH NOBODY CARES. 





BUT PRETTY WHITE GIRL IN 

TROUBLE? MEDIA GONNA CARE. 

GONNA EAT IT UP DAY AFTER DAY. 




AND SENATOR DADDY? 
HE GONNA CARE. 
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THIS BUREAU LEAKS LIKE A 

FUCKING SIEVE. SENATOR WILL BE 

ALONG FOR THE RIPE. AGAIN. 




WONDER WHAT IT IS 
THAT MAKES HIM 

WANT TO PLAY 
COWBOY SO BAD. 





LOSS OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS 

BETWEEN OUR SPECIES 
WOULD BE TRAGEDY ENOUGH. 
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AND SO NANETTA AND MOJRA HEAD TOWARD A MAD-SCIENCE RENDEZVOUS 
WITH DESTINY IN THE THRILLING FINAL CHAPTER OF *THE APSINTHION 
PROTOCOL/ 7 COMING UP NEXT. YET HOW LITTLE DO THEY APPRECIATE THAT 
THEIR ENCOUNTER WITH THE STRANGE IS AN OLD GNOSIS COLLEGE TRADITION. 
DO YOU REMEMBER THE PAINTING OVER THE BAR ON PAGE EIGHT OF THIS 
CHAPTER, UNDER WHICH G-MAN MACNEIL DROWNED HIS SORROWS? DID YOU 
THINK THAT WAS JUST A BIT OF THROWAWAY DETAIL? JUST AN ORDINARY 
PAINTING? WELL THEN, MY FRIEND, YOU ARE IN FOR A SURPRISE, BECAUSE 
MAD SCIENCE STORIES LURK EVERYWHERE IN THE GNOSIS COLLEGE WORLD. 
PREPARE YOURSELF FOR... 
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A WOMEN OF GNOSIS COLLEGE BONUS STORY/ 




MISS * 
NEWMAN! ' 



YOU CAN'T POSSIBLY MEAN WHAT YOU 

SAID BACK THERE, MILLIE. NAKED, IN. 

FRONT OF AN AUDIENCE? 





WHY NOT? I'M SURE HE HAS 
A STOVE IN THE ROOM. 
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I'M AFRAID I'M A^ 

LITTLE SHORT 

OF CASH RIGHT 

NOW, OFFICER. 



15UCCESS...SWEET 
SUCCESS... 
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OPEN UP 

hoffmannn; 

IT'S THE 
POLICE/ 
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IF YOU DON'T SETTLE YOUR 

SALOON DEBTS, PERFESSER, I'LL 

HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO CHUCK 

YOU IN THE HOOSEGOW. 



BUT IF MR. O'SHEA WOULD PERHAPS 

BE WILLING TO CHANGE A DEBT TO 

A...REASONABLE CREDIT, I MIGHT BE 

ABLE TO OFFER THAT MOST 

EXTRAORDINARY PAINTING. 
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PUTTING THAT THERE 
PRETTY PICTURE UP 

IN MY SALOON 

MIGHT DO WONDERS 

FOR BUSINESS... 



PUT THE PICTURE IN 

YOUR SALOON IF YOU 

LIKE, O'SHEA, BUT IF YOU 

DO, BE SURE TO KEEP 

CHILDREN AND HONEST, 

WOMEN OUT. 







PROFESSOR HOFFMANN WAS 

ABLE TO CUT A GENEROUS DEAL 

INDEED WITH MR. O'SHEA. 



SADLY, HOFFMANN'S PREMATURE 

DEATH FROM CIRRHOSIS OF THE 

LIVER CUT SHORT ANY FURTHER 

WORK ON THE EIDOLONIC ELECTRIC 

DIMENSIONAL SUBTRACTOR. IT 
WAS A TERRIBLE LOSS TO SCIENCE. 
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BUT TO THIS DAY, A REMARKABLY VIVID 

AND LIFELIKE PORTRAIT OF BEAUTIFUL 

A YOUNG WOMAN LOOKS DOWN AT 

PATRONS OF O'SHEA'S SALOON. 



TALES 
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BUT THERE WOULD BE 

NO RECONSTITUTE 

AVAILABLE AT THE 

OTHER END. 




IT WOULD BE A 

ONE-WAY TRIP 

FOR WHOEVER 

TRIED TO MAKE IT. 
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YES. SO VERY 
LITTLE TIME. 
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AND TOO MUCH 

AT STAKE HERE FOR 

ME TO WORRY 

ABOUT ONE 

COLLEGE STUDENT. 



APSINTHION PROTOCOL 

INITIATED ON FIFTEEN 

SECOND DELAY- COUNTING 

DOWN — lS — m — 
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JX IT WAS 

'PRUDENT OF YOLT 

TO HAVE WRITTEN 

THAT MEMO 

BEFOREHAND. 
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ABOUT HOW A U.S. 

SENATOR WAS A 

MENACE TO HIMSELF 

AND OTHERS? YES 



THE TRICK, 

OF COURSE, IS TO 

CLASSIFY MEMORANDA 

LIKE THAT "GENERAL 

DISTRIBUTION." 






WHILE AGENCY BUDGETS GET INCREASED TO 
DEAL WITH THE "THREAT," SO W&RE HAPPY. 



MEANWHILE, THE INABILITY OF FORENSICS TO FIND ANY 

TRACE OF THAT...THING IN CORWIN'S LABORATORY 

TURNS THE WHOLE AFFAIR INTO AN EMBARRASSMENT 

THAT THE BUREAU WOULD LIKE TO JUST SEE GO AWAY. 






SOMETHING THE LATE 

SENATOR COULD 
HAVE BEEN PROUD OF. 
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The ECS T A S Y 
of FAITH 
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I CAN'T IMAGINE THEY 
WILL GET VERY FAR 
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THOUGH LI ANWEI'S OUTER 
BEAUTY IS UNDENIABLE, IT IS 
HER AMOR FATI, HER 
WILLINGNESS TO EMBRACE 
RATHER THAN FLEE WHAT 
MOST WOULD SEE AS MAD, 
THAT CONSTITUTES HER INNER 
BEAUTY. "I WANT TO LEARN 
MORE AND MORE TO SEE AS 
BEAUTIFUL WHAT IS 
NECESSARY IN THINGS; THEN I 
SHALL BE ONE OF THOSE WHO 
MAKE THINGS BEAUTIFUL." 



